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The Jew and the Wanderer: Self-Images and Complex Identities in Avraham Levy’s Travelogue

Author: Oded Cohen
Source: Chidushim - Studies in the History of German and Central European Jewry, 23 (2021): 37-70 (Hebrew)

Abstract:

The article examines the identity components of a young Jew from the German space in the
eighteenth century through a description of his journey in Europe. The traveler, Avraham Levy,
moved throughout Europe from 1719-1723 and put his impressions in writing about forty
years later. An examination of his travelogue reveals the various components of his identity —
acosmopolitantraveler,authorofatravelbook who considers himself amember of contemporary
European culture, but also a Jew who views himself as belonging to a particular religious-social
group. These identity elements rise, sometimes together and sometimes separately, between
the pages of the travelogue as it describes various situations experienced by the Levy and
depicts the figure of an adventurous and universalist young man, who also boasts a strong and
confident Jewish identity. In this way, Avraham Levy represents cultural complexity and allows
for an additional examination of the richness of Jewish-German culture in the eighteenth
century.
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